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Abstract

This research displays regional policy gap. Similar to many countries which encounter
ageing society, Thailand implemented policies that seek to promote active ageing in the elderly
population. However, in most cases, policy formulation at the national level relies on
macroeconomic variables, assuming "One-Size-Fits-All". The regional characteristics and
inequality in active ageing can be reflected by the Active Ageing Index (AAIl) and the Gini
(AAI) coefficient in this research. The analysis mainly employs the Survey of Elderly
Population in Thailand in 2014 and 2017 from the National Statistical Office. The finding
indicates that at the national level, AAI has decreased and Gini (AAI) has increased. Overall,
AAl and Gini (AAI) are negatively correlated, which is in line with most international findings.
The research raises an example of evaluating the effectiveness of a national policy to promote
elderly employment. It is found that the group of provinces with increased elderly employment
level has lower AAI inequality than that with reduced elderly employment level. The
inequality in all aspects of active ageing has the tendency to increase in the future, alike
inequality in other dimensions in the country. This will further undermine the overall
effectiveness of the policy at the national level. Policy-wise contribution, the indicators
provided in this research can be considered as a guideline in the priority setting of regional or

local supplementary ageing policies to increase the overall effectiveness of the national policy.
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p3AN1soutElan (World Health Organisation: WHO, 2002) fianu “Active Ageing” il

“Active ageing is the process of optimizing opportunities for health, participation and
security in order to enhance quality of life as people age.”
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